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Our Research Fund was Established spring 2020 

There are 11 Regional Research Funds in Norway, 
and the Oslo fund is the most recently 
established

Purpose: to strengthen the research capacity of 
Oslo through funding for R&D and mobilizing 
industry and the public sector to increase 
investment in R&D 

As of today the Regional Research fund is the only 
financial instrument available for the County 
Council to provide direct business support 
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The Policy Document gives Guidelines 
for Priorities in Funding

• Political goal: Oslo to be the world’s first emission free large 

city by 2030

• The political agenda prioritizes climate, environment and 

mobility,  green jobs and circular economy, as well as, policies 

for growing up and knowledge, health and care and a green 

inclusive city development. 

• Oslo has specific industrial advantages and strengths in ICT 

and digitalization, knowledge based services, health and life 

science the business of finance and travel industry 

• Sustainability, innovation and technology are important drivers 

for green transformation and the transition to a circular 

economy  

• Putting our resources for development in these areas will 

strengthen Oslo’s abilities to meet long-term challenges
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Regional Research Fund – Areas of Priority

R&D in industry for

• Environmental technology

• Energy technology

• Circular economy

• Digitalization and digital transformation

• Health and life science, including 
technological solutions

• Sustainable services

Research-based innovation in the 
public sector

• Climate, environment and emission free 
solutions 

• Growing up and knowledge 

• Health, welfare and knowledge sectors

• Research base for developing public 
services 
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How we operate

The board is comprised of professionals with 
solid backgrounds from industry, the public 
sector and R&D

The fund operates according to the Policy 
document 2020-2023

R&D funding is granted through calls for 
applications

30.10.2020 5



Oslo 2019

Det er lov å endre 
bakgrunnsfarge.

På sider med positiv 
logo benyttes alltid 
lyse bakgrunnsfarger.

Sørg alltid for god 
lesbarhet/kontrast 
og følg lovlige farge
kombinasjoner.

We are looking forward to receiving your 
exciting R&D applications and to working 
together for a greener, healthier and more 
competitive Oslo!
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Competence brokers
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2 Calls open for Industry,  Autumn 2020

7 million NOK for  Qualification 
support for Industry and Public 
sector,

• Open-ended deadline

18 million NOK for Regional 
Innovation projects

• Deadline December 1st at 13:00 hours
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What types of research does the RFF fund?

Research is "creative and systematic work undertaken to increase the 
stock of knowledge“ (Wikipedia)

Regional Research Fund Oslo can support three types of Research:

• Feasibility studies - the evaluation and analysis of the potential of a project, 
which aims at supporting the process of decision-making by objectively and 
rationally uncovering its strengths and weaknesses, opportunities and threats, as 
well as identifying the resources required to carry it through and ultimately its 
prospects for success

• Industrial research–the planned research or critical investigation aimed at the 
acquisition of new knowledge and skills for developing new products, processes 
or services or for bringing about a significant improvement in existing products, 
processes or services.

• Experimental development–acquiring, combining, shaping and using existing 
scientific, technological, business and other relevant knowledge and skills with 
the aim of developing new or improved products, processes or services.

Our grants are given according to state aid rules (EU General Block 
Exemption Regulation for state aid, article 25). 30.10.2020 9
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RFF funds user-driven Research

RFF supports projects where: 

• Industry (or public sector)  is the 
applicant

• Industry owns the project and the 
research problem

• The research activity focuses on the 
industry-owned problem

• Industry is co-financing

RFF does «NOT support:

• Research-led projects: in other words 
projects that focus solely on what 
researchers find interesting. 

• Undertaking or industry participate with 
«Cases» for research
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Call for Applications: 7 million NOK for qualification projects

Aim of Regional Qualification support: to develop user-
led research and innovation projects that can qualify for 
further support through a main project. 

Areas of priority in the call are the same as the Policy 
Document

And Topics relevant for Pandemics, referring to Corona 
situation
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Call for Applications: 7 million NOK for qualification projects

Who can apply: 

• Enterprises with registered address in Oslo, 

• Within industry SMEs and large firms with little research experience are prioritized. 

• Oslo municipality enterprises, and units, as well as  state owned directorates and units with address in 
Oslo

Project Activities are industrial research, experimental development and feasibility studies  

Project grants range from 100 000 to 350 000 NOK, with a limit of 70% of approved project costs. 

Project duration: from 3 to 12 months

30% own financing: person hours (wages must have been paid) or cash. 

Open-ended deadline
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Tips for your proposal

Read the call text carefully (several times over)

Your application consists of an electronic 
application form and 4 enclosures. 

You access the form through «opprett søknad»

The templates for the enclosures are at the bottom 
of the call
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More tips – qualification projects

A competence broker or someone with a  network in research may be able to help 
you find the right research partner. 

If you have the skills and competence to carry out and implement the project, you 
probably also have the skills to write the proposal yourself. 

• Financial support is for the approved project costs, the applicant has to cover the cost of the 
proposal him/herself. 

If you have a research partner in your project, it is a good idea to let them write the 
«method» chapter and read and comment on the rest of the proposal. 

Make sure you have enough time. You may need to revise or rewrite your proposal 3-
4 times before submitting it. 
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Criteria for evaluation

Excellence (forskning og innovasjon), 

Impact (virkninger og effekter), 

Implementation (gjennomføring) , 

Relevance for the call (Prosjektideens relevans) 
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Call for Applications:
18 million NOK for Regional Innovation Projects

Industry

The aim of Regional Innovation Projects is to stimulate Industry to use R&D 
for your Innovation activities. 

The project support from RFF Oslo will contribute to strengthen industry 
approach for long-term challenges, green transformation, sustainability and 
develop industries where Oslo has specific strengths. 
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Call for Applications:
18 million NOK for Regional Innovation Projects

Who can apply: enterprises with registered business address in Oslo. 

Priority areas the same as in the policy document

and

 Topics relevant for Pandemics, referring to Corona situation

 Support can also be used as co-financing for projects financed by the EU.

30.10.2020 17



Oslo 2019

Det er lov å endre 
bakgrunnsfarge.

På sider med positiv 
logo benyttes alltid 
lyse bakgrunnsfarger.

Sørg alltid for god 
lesbarhet/kontrast 
og følg lovlige farge
kombinasjoner.

Call for Applications:
18 million NOK for Regional Innovation Projects

Activities in the projects are industrial research and experimental development

Project duration: from 6 months to 24 months

Grant size: from 1 million NOK to 2,5 million NOK 

Maximum grant size is up to 50% of approved costs. 

Enterprises are encouraged to apply for additional funding through SkatteFUNN

Criteria for evaluation: Excellence (forskning og innovasjon), Impact (virkninger og
effekter), Implementation (gjennomføring) , Relevance for the call (Prosjektideens
relevans) 
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Tips for your proposal

Read the call carefully

Your proposal consists of the electronic 
application form and 3 enclosures

For the enclosures: download the 
newest version of the templates at the 
bottom of the webpage of the call

The project quality of these proposals 
will be evaluated by experts panels 
recruited by The Research Council of 
Norway and the competition can be 
tough. 

Deadlines and formalities are strict
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Tips for your proposal

Use «prosjektkanvas» – this will help you define your project

A «Competence broker» or someone with a network in research may help 
you find the right research partner

A proposal for a regional innovation project is more demanding than 
qualification support. You may need help. We recommend either using your 
research partner or writing together with your research partner. 

Make sure you have enough time. You may need to go over and rewrite your 
proposal several times before submitting it. 
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Prosjektkanvas

Use «prosjektkanvas» –
this will help you define 
and develop your project 
idea
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A competence broker can guide you

Competence brokers (kompetansemeglere) work
to:

Mobilize industry for more R&D based innovation
• Competence brokers visit enterprises with an R&D potential

• Competence brokering is to identify and discuss project ideas and 
opportunities with an R&D contenct with enterprises

• And susequently help the enterprise with finding the right research
assistance

• Link to Kompetansemeglere in Viken and Oslo (2020)

• A new group for competence brokers will be in place for Oslo from 
2021

• Competence brokers are engaged by Municipality of Oslo and Viken 
County Council. Their assistance is free for users. 
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Summing up advice for your proposal

Use “Prosjektkanvas”

A “competence broker” can guide you

Use the templates: 

• Project proposal template: Make sure you answer all the questions in the template

• Application form: fill inn all questions

• Enclosures: 

 Template for partner information has to be filled inn for all partners, including the main 
applicant.

 Enclose CV for principal investigator (project manager)

Write clearly and in full sentences

We will only evaluate the information in your proposal. For this reason you 
should explain clearly “why” this is important and “how” you plan to execute 
the project. 
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Our webpage
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Contact: 

Anne Solheim

Anne.solheim@byr.oslo.kommune.no

Mob: 957 04 660

Webpage: 

https://www.regionaleforskningsfond.no/Oslo/
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